PTM Practical Exercise

Camera settings

One-shot shutter mode.  Manual exposure settings 1/60 second shutter and minimum of F11 aperture.  Set lens to manual focus.  Compose image through the cameras viewfinder and focus.

Taking images

Rename the folder on the USB flash drive (folder1 for example) for the dome you are using (Dome 1 or Dome 2).

Open “folder1” and right click on the “go.bat” file then select “Edit.”  A notepad window will open…replace the words “Filename” with the name of the folder (folder1).  This is a DOS environment; do not use spaces, or punctuation in the name.  Then go to file and select save…close the window.

In the PTM dome control software click <browse> and select the folder for the images (folder1) and <OK>

Select 64 pictures, click <Initialize strobes> then <Take picture>

It takes about 2 ½ minutes to collect the 64 images.  You should see the image files appear in “folder1” as they are captured.

The portable dome (Dome 2) will pause to allow for arc movement after each set of 8 images is captured.  Restart the sequence after the arc is moved to the next position.  The arc must be moved in sequence (1 through 8) to match with the light position file.

Creating the PTM file

With “folder1” open copy the file path.

Open a command prompt window…click <start> then select run and type “cmd” and enter.

Once the command window is open type cd <space> then left click the command icon in the upper left corner of the window, select edit and then paste, then push <enter> on the keyboard.  You should have a string for the file location of “folder1”

Next type lpcreate<space>the starting number of the 64 photos in the folder<space>folder1 and push <enter>.  A file called folder1 should appear with the 64 images in the folder.

Type “go” and push <enter>…then wait…..This is creating the PTM file and will take 4-5 minutes.  Wait until you see the c:\ prompt with the file string before you close the command prompt window.  A PTM file named “folder1.ptm” should be in the folder with the 64 images.

Double click on this file to open.  Windows should ask what program you want to use to open it.  Use the browse button and direct it to the PTM viewer program on your USB flash drive (ptmviewer.exe).

